Reptile anesthesia.
Successful reptile anesthesia requires patience, planning, and understanding of normal anatomy and physiology in health and disease. Reptiles make good anesthetic patients because of their physiologic resilience. New drugs that are not only safe and efficacious, but also result in relatively short recovery times, have greatly enhanced the design of anesthetic regimens. Further studies are required to quantitatively evaluate the physiologic effects of drugs used and validate available monitoring modalities for use in a wide variety of reptiles.